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District  Health  Department 
County  Offices, 

Haver fordwes t0 


August,  1952* 


To  the  Chairman  & Members 
of  the  Sanitary  Committee8 

Mr o Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  to  report  upon  matters 
affecting  the  public  health,  in  the  district,  for 
the  year  1951» 

This  is  my  fifth  Annual  Report, 

There  was  a small  decrease  in  the  total 
population  during  the  year. 

There  was  a considerable  increase  in  the 
number  of  live  births,  which  is  reflected  in  the 
high  Birth-Rate  of  19.1  per  1000  of  population. 

There  was  a large  decrease  in  the  number 
of  Still  Births,  which  must  be  considered  highly 
satisfactory.  The  number  of  Illegitimate  Births 
remained  the  same  as  for  the  preceding  year. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  total  number 
of  deaths  over  the  preceding  year.  It  will  be 
seen,  however,  that  75/'°  of  these  deaths  were  in 
persons  over  the  age  of  70  years.  This  fact 
mitigates  to  a large  extent,  the  relatively  high 
Death-Rate  of  13.1  per  1000  of  population. 

It  is  most  satisfactory  to  note  that  there 
was  not  a single  Infant  Death  recorded  during  the 
year.  Also  there  were  no  Violent  Deaths,  Deaths 
from  Cancer  remained  substantially  the  same  as 
for  the  preceding ■ year. 

The  general  incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases 
was  low.  For  the  fifth  successive  year  no  case 
of  Diptheria  has  been  notified.  This  fact  probably 
accounts  for  the  apathy  amongst  parents  of  having 
their  children  immunised, . To  maintain  our  freedom 
from  Diptheria,  it  is  essential  that  the  high 
level  of  Immunity  obtained  over  the  past  years, 
be  maintained  by  continued  Immunisation, 

The  incidence  and  Mortality  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  were  both  relatively  low  in  the 
District,  It  must  be  expected,  however,  with  the 
routine  visits  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  to 
detect  more  cases  than  formerly. 

The  milk  sampling  results  were  not  quite 
as  good  as  for  1950,  but  the  standard  for  1951  is 
still  satisfactory. 

The  results  of  Ice-Cream  sampling  show  a 
high  standard  of  hygiene  in  the  production  and 
handling  of  this  commodity. 

The  Housing  Programme  made  much  progress 
over  the  preceding  year.  There  are  still,  however, 
a large  number  of  applicants  for  re-housing. 
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Also  there  are  many  properties  in  the  District 
only  fit  for  demolition.  Re-Housing  of  occupants 
of  these  premises  is  necessary  before  demolition, 
site  clearance  and  re-building  can  be  carried  out. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  few  restrictions 
on  building  Council  Houses,  and  the  need  for 
slum  clearance  has  been  stressed  by  the  Ministry. 

It  seems  the  opportune  time,  therefore,  to  embark 
on  a comprehensive  Housing  Programme.  The  needs 
of  old  persons  should  be  considered  in  any  Programme, 
especially  as  there  is  a large  proportion  of  old 
people  in  the  population  of  the  District.  Bungalows 
for  old  persons  in  other  Districts  have  been  most 
successful,  and  have  met  a great  need. 

Part  11  of  the  Report  reflects  the  worK 
carried  out  efficiently  by  the  Sanitary  Department 
of  the  Council,  under  the  guidance  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

I wish  to  thank  members  of  the  Council,  and 
the  officials  for  their  continued  co-operation. 


I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


(Signed)  W. J. Y. SPEEDY. 


District  Medical  Officer 
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PART  1. 

VITAL  STATISTICS  AND  EPIDEMIOLOGY, 
SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS, 


1.  ESTIMATED  MID-YEAR  POPULATION.  2,242.  (2 

2.  NATURAL  INCREASE  IN  POPULATION.  +11  ( 

(i.e.  Live  Births  minus  deaths) 

3.  BIRTH-RATE.  19,1.  ( 

4»  STILL-BIRTHRATE.  0.44, ( 

5c  ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTH-RATE.  0.44o( 

6.  GENERAL  DEATH-RATE.  13.1, ( 

7o  INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATE,  NIL. ( 

8.  CANCER  DEATH-RATE.  2.7, ( 

9.  PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS  DEATH-RATE.  0.45. ( 

10.  NOTIFICATION  RATE  OF  PULMONARY 

TUBERCULOSIS.  0.88, ( 

11.  NOTIFICATION  RATE  OF  MEASLES.  2,7. 

12.  " " " WHOOPING-COUGH. 4.0. 

13.  " " " PNEUMONIA.  0.881. 


,420) 

+6) 

14.0) 

2.07) 

o.4i) 

11.5) 

58.8) 

2.6) 

Nil) 

0,82) 


N.B.  All  Rates  are  per  1000  of  population,  except 
the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate,  which  is  per  1000 
Live  Births. 


BIRTHS  AND  BIRTH-RATES. 


Classification  of  Births. 


Legitimate. 

Illegitimate. 


Live  Births. 
M.  F.  Total. 
20.  22.  42. 

_1.  _1. 

20.  23.  43. 


Still  Births. 
M,  F.  Total. 

— 1 o 1 © 


— 1 o 1 0 


Total  Births  for  1951.  = 44. 
Live  Births  for  1951.  = 43. 
Still  Births  for  1951.  = 1« 
Illegitimate  Births  for  1951.  = 1. 


Birth-Rates. 


General  Birth-Rate  for  District  for  1951. 
General  Birth-Rate  for  England  and 
Wales  for  1951. 

Still  Birth-Rate  for  District  for  1951. 
Still  Birth-Rate  for  England  and 
Wales  for  1951. 

Illegitimate  Birth-Rate  for  District 
for  1951. 


19.1 

(14.0) 

15.5 

(15.8) 

o 

o 

(2.07) 

o 

• 

cr* 

(0.37) 

0.44 

(0.41) 
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Discussion  of  Birth  Statistics. 

It  will  "be  seen  that  there  has  been  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  Births,  and  hence  in 
the  Birth-Rate,  over  the  preceding  year.  The 
Birth-Rate  throughout  the  country  generally  is 
gradually  falling. 

There  was  a large  decrease  in  the  number 
of  Still-Births  during  the  year,  and  the  Still- 
Birth  rate  can  be  considered  satisfactory. 

The  Illegitimate  Births  remain  the  same  as 
for  the  preceding  year. 


DEATHS  AND  DEATH-RATES. 
Classification  of  Deaths. 


M,  F.  Total. 


Diseases  of  Heart  & Circulatory 
System,  7 9 

Cancer  (all  forms).  3 3 

Diseases  of  Brain  & Nervous  System,-  4 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  1 - 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  1 

Congenital  Malformations.  1 

Communicable  Diseases  - 1 

Diseases  of  Respiratory  System.  1 - 

Diseases  of  Digestive  System.  __1 


16. 

6. 

4. 

1. 

1. 

1. 

1. 

1. 

1 


14.18.  32.  (28) 


General  Death-Rate. 

(i.e.  Number  of  Deaths  per  1000  of  population). 

General  Death-Rate  for  District  for  1951.=13.1  (11.5) 

General  Death-Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

for  1951.  =12.5  (11.6) 

Deaths  according  to  age-groups. 

0-1  years.  = nil.  30  - 50  years.  = 1. 

1 -15  " = 2.  50  - 70  " = 3. 

15  -30  " = 2.  70+  " = 24.  (75/°) 

Infant  Mortality. 

There  were  no  deaths  of  children  under  1 
year.  The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  1951? 
therefore,  is  nil. 

Violent  Deaths. 

There  were  no  Violent  Deaths  during  the  year. 
Cancer  Mortality. 

The  following  deaths  from  Cancer  occurred 
during  the  years- 

Males.  3« 

Females,  3, 

6.  (5). 

Cancer  Death-Rate  for  1951.  = 2.7. 

Cancer  Death-Rate  for  1950.  = 2.6. 
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Discussion  of  Mortality  Statistics. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  total  number 
of  deaths  during  the  year,  which  is  reflected  in 
a high  Death-Rate*  However,  the  high  Death-Rate 
is  mitigated  by  the  fact  that  75^  of  all  deaths 
were  in  persons  aged  70  years  and  over* 

There  was  a slight  increase  in  the  number 
•of  Cancer  deaths  during  the  year.  This  trend  is 
general  throughout  the  Country  as  a whole. 

It  will  be  noted  that  there  were  no  Infant 
Deaths  and  no  Violent  Deaths  during  the  year,  a 
matter  for  some  satisfaction, 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  following  Infectious  Diseases  were 
notified  during  the  year:- 

Measles.  6l, 

Whooping-Cough. 9* 

Pneumonia,  2. 

72. 

The  incidence  of  Measles  and  Whooping-Cough 
was  high,  and  necessitated  the  closing  of  the 
Infant  School. 

The  incidence  of  other  infectious  diseases 
was  small, 

(TUBERCULOSIS  IS  DEALT  WITH  IN  A SEPARATE 

CHAPTER, ) 

The  absence  of  Diptheria,  in  the  list,  for 
the  5th.  successive  year,  will  be  noted. 

One  death  from  Infectious  Disease  (Pneumonia) 
occurred  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  two 
deaths  for  1950. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Although  Tuberculosis  is  an  Infectious 
Disease,  it  is  treated  separately  on  account  of 
its  social  and  economic  importance. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

i.e.  Tuberculosis  affecting  primarily  the  lungs. 
Incidence  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

The  following  fresh  cases  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year:- 

Males.  2. 

Females.  - 

2.  (2). 

Notification  Rate  of  Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  for  1951*  = 0.88. 

Notification  Rate  .of  Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  for  1950.  = 0.82. 

The  age  groups  in  which  the  cases  occurred 
were  as  follows:- 


257 


30  - 50  years.  = 1. 

50+  " = 1. 

Total.  = 2, 

Incidence  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  over  the  past 

5 .years. 

The  following  table  shows  the  fresh  cases 

of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  no 

tified  annually  since 

1947:- 

Year. 

M.  F0 

Total. 

1947. 

2.  1. 

3c 

1948. 

1.  2. 

3o 

1949. 

1. 

1. 

1950. 

2. 

2. 

1951. 

2.  - 

_2. 

5.  6. 

11. 

It  will 

be  noted  that 

there  has  been  a 

small  decrease 

in  the  incidence  of  the  disease 

over  the  5 years  period. 

Miniature  Mass 

Radiography. 

(M.M.R. ) 

The  M.M.R.  Unit  was  stationed  for  2 days  at 
Neyland,  during  its  visit  to  Pembrokeshire  in  May, 
1951.  A total  of  2994  persons  were  examined  in  the 
Western  Districts  of  Pembrokeshire 0 


The  figures  for  the  Neyland  visit  are  as 
follows : - 


Persons  Examined,, 

Definite  Tuberculosis. 
Suspected  Tuberculosis. 

Healed  Tuberculosis. 
Bronchitis. 

Abnormality  of  Bones  of  Chest. 
Abnormality  of  Pleura. 

Heart  Disease. 

Chronic  non-specific  Lung 
Infection. 

Thyroid  Disease. 
Bronchiectasis. 

Total  Abnormal: 


M.  F.  Total. 
107.  218.  325. 


1.  - 1. 

5.  9.  14. 

6.  1.  7<> 

3.  7.  10. 

2.  2.  4c 

1.  9c  10o 

1.  - lo 

1.  - 1. 

lo  _1.  _2. 

21.  29c  50. 


The  number  attending  for  examination  was 
very  satisfactory,  and  no  doubt  the  Unit  will 
again  be  stationed  at  Neyland  at  its  next  visit. 

In  common  with  other  districts,  more  females 
took  advantage  of  the  Service,  than  Males. 

The  wide  variety  of  abnormal  conditions 
which  were  detected  will  be  noted. 


Special  Study  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  in 
We stern  Pembrokeshire. 

A special  study  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
in  Western  Pembrokeshire,  over  a 3 year  period, 
involving  130  cases,  has  been  made.  It  is  hoped 
to  produce  a detailed  Report  upon  this  study  at 
a later  date. 
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The  following  are  some  of  the  main  facts 
which  emerge  from  this  Study 

1 • The  Incidence  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  is 
greater  in  males  than  females. 

2.  Well  over  50$  of  the  total  cases  were  in  persons 
aged  15  to  35  years. 

3.  The  Classification  of  cases  according  to 
occupation  gave  the  following  occupations  as 
the  most  dangerous 

a)  Housewives.  - 25  cases. 

b)  Office  workers.-  16  M 

c)  School  Children.-  11  " 

The  number  of  Housewives  affected  (i.e.25), 
represent  almost  half  of  the  total  cases  amongst 
females. 

4.  The  classification  of  site  of  residence  and  site 
of  occupation  showed  that  the  greatest  number 
of  cases  were  urban-dwellers  and  urban  workers. 

(in  so  far  as  the  larger  built-up  districts  in 
Western  Pembrokeshire  can  be  classified  as 
urban) . 

5»  Twenty-eight  (28)  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuber- 
culosis were  received  over  the  same  3 year 
period.  The  average  time  between  date  of 
notification  and  date  of  death  was  9 months. 

Mortality  was  greater  amongst  females  in  the 
Hates  of  4 to  3. 

Over  50$  of  total  deaths  due  to  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  were  in  the  age-group  15  - 35 
years. 

Mortality  due  to  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

One  death  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
occurred  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  nil 
deaths  for  the  preceding  two  years:- 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Death 

Rate  for  1951* 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Death 

Rate  for  1950. 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis, 
i.e.  Tuberculosis  affecting  Bones,  Joints,  Glands  &c. 

Incidence  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

The  following  fresh  cases  of  Non-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year:- 

Males.  1. 

Females.  1. 

Total.  2.  (l). 

There  has,  therefore,  been  an  increase  in 
this  disease  over  the  preceding  year.  The  numbers 
however  are  small,  and  give  no  cause  for  alarm. 

Mortality  due  to  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

One  death  due  to  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
occurred  during  the  year. 


= 0.45. 
= Nil. 
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DIPTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  Immunisation 
against  Diptheria  carried  out  during  the  years- 

Sessionalp 


Primary  Immunisation. 

0-5  years.  4. 

5+  " - 

Re- inf or cements. 


4. 


5 -10  years. 

10+  " - - 

Private. 

Primary  Immunisation. 

0-5  years.  7* 

5+  " - 7. 

Re- inf or cements. 

5 -10  years. 

10+  " - 

Total. 11.  (52). 

For  the  5th*  successive  year  not  a single 
case  of  Diptheria  has  been  notified  in  the  District. 

The  following  table  shows  the  decrease  in 
Cases  and  Deaths  from  Diptheria  in  England  and  Wales, 
since  the  commencement  of  the  intensive  Immunisation 
Campaign  in  1941;- 


Year. 

No. of  Cases. 

No.  of  Deaths 

1941. 

50,797. 

"'2 ,641. 

1945. 

25,246. 

694. 

1947. 

10,467. 

245. 

1950. 

959. 

49. 

1951* 

699. 

32. 

Diptheria  is  on  the  way  to  being  completely 
eliminated  in  this  Country,  and  it  is  important 
that  the  high  standard  of  Immunisation  should  be 
maintained.  Parents  (whose  chief  responsibility 
it  is)  should  be  continually  encouraged  to  have 
their  children  immunised. 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  vaccination 
against  Smallpox  carried  out  during  the  year;- 


Primary  Vaccination. 


0-1  years.  = 9* 

1 _ 2 ” - 2 

2-4  ""  =Nil. 

5 -14  " =Nil. 

15+  " = 1. 


12. 


:e-vaccination. 


0 -14  years. 
15+  " 


=Nil« 

= 1.  _1 

Total. 13.  (9). 
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Smallpox  is  still  occurring  in  Small  Epid- 
emics in  various  parts  of  the  country.  It  is 
important  that  infants  should  he  protected  against 
this  serious  disease,  hy  vaccination. 


PART  11,  - ENVIRONMENTAL  HYGIENE,, 
MILK  SUPPLIES. 


Milk  Sampling, 


The  Scheme  for  the  general  hac teriological 
sampling  of  milk,  at  consumer  level,  was  continued 
during  the  year.  Samples  were  forwarded  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  (Carmarthen)  for  testing 
(Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test)  and  reports,, 

The  results  of  sampling  during  the  year 
were  as  follows 


Satisfactory. 

Doubtful. 

Unsatisfactory. 


34  samples, 
9 

1 


Total. 


44  samples. 


The  following  table  shows  the  results  of 
sampling  since  the  commencement  of  the  Scheme  in 
1948.:- 


Year, 

No.  of  Samples. 

% Satis. 

% Doubt- 

ful. 

JfoUn- 

Satis. 

1948. 

18. 

33.0. 

56.0. 

11.0. 

1949  c 

59o 

54.2. 

32.3. 

13.5. 

1950. 

49. 

87.7. 

10.3. 

2.0. 

1951c 

44. 

77.3. 

20.5. 

2.2 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  was  a decrease 
in  the  number  of  satisfactory  samples  as  compared 
with  the  preceding  year.  The  reason  for  this  may 
be  in  the  smaller  number  of  samples  taken.  The 
total  annual  number  of  samples  should  be  in  the 
region  of  80  to  100  i.e.  7 to  8 per  month. 

General  Remarks. 

There  are  now  two  suppliers  of  T.T.  Milk 
in  the  area.  During  the  year  there  has  been  a 
tendency  for  the  small  supplier  to  drop  out  of 
the  business  and  it  is  anticipated  that  by  the 
end  of  1952  the  whole  milk  supply  to  consumers 
in  Neyland  will  be  made  by  one  or  two  suppliers 
at  most.  In  general  it  can  be  said  that  the 
standard  of  hygiene  has  greatly  improved.  The 
regular  sampling  of  milk  has  had  the  desired 
effect  in  considerably  improving  supplies  and  it 
is  thought  that  in  order  to  continue  this  improve- 
ment, regular  sampling  should  be  continued. 


water  supplies. 

Sampling. 

General  bacteriological  sampling  of  the 
water  supply,  at  consumer  level,  was  continued 
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during  the  year,  with  the  co-operation  of  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  (Carmarthen). 


The  results  of  sampling,  during  the  year, 
were  as  follows s- 


Satisfac tory. 

Doubtful, 

Unsatisfactory, 


15  samples, 
2 " 


Total,  28  Samples. 

In  addition,  3 samples  for  chemical  analysis 
were  forwarded  to  the  County  Analyst  (Carmarthen). 
All  these  were  reported  as  satisfactory,  apart  from 
a slight  corrosive  action  on  metals. 

General. 


It  is  estimated  that  there  is  practically  a 
100^  piped  water  supply  in  the  District.  But 
approximately  5%  of  this  supply  is  from  street 
standards. 


There  were  32  new  water  connections  made 
during  the  year,  and  in  this  connection  3 Statutory 
Notices  were  served. 

The  Sanitary  Officer  and  Surveyor  is  per- 
turbed by  the  amount  of  erosion  which  is  taking  place, 
particularly  in  the  mains.  The  dangers  which  may 
arise  from  this  corrosion  are  listed  as  follows s- 

1 ) Severe  leakage  of  water, 

2)  Possibility  of  bacterial  contamination. 

3)  Replacement  of  expensive  mains. 

Water  Consumption. 

Consumption  has  continued  steady  at  the  rate 
of  approximately  37,000  gallons  per  day.  This  is 
at  a rate  of  roughly  17  gallons  per  head  per  day, 
which  compares  with  the  overall  average  in  Great 
Britain  for  domestic  consumption  only,  of  25 
gallons  per  head  per  day.  It  is  thought  that  this 
rate  will  increase  somewhat  when  all  connections 
are  made  to  a -probable  average  of  23  to  24  gallons 
per  head  per  day.  This  would  bring  daily  con- 
sumption to  52,800  gallons,  which  figure  is  well 
below  the  maximum  of  80,000  gallons.  Corrosion  and 
consequent  leakage  as  mentioned  above,  could,  however, 
considerably  increase  these  figures. 

Source,  Storage  and  Distribution, 

These  remain  the  same  as  stated  in  the 
Annual  Reports  of  1949  and  1950© 


FOOD  CONTROL. 

Ice-Cream  Supplies, 

The  scheme  for  the  general  bacteriological 
sampling  of  Ice-Cream,  was  continued  during  the 
year,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  (Carmarthen). 
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The  results  of  sampling  during  the  year, 
were  as  followss- 


Grade 

1.  < 

jHighly  Satisfactory) 

. 13  samples 

Grade 

11.  1 

> Satisfactory) , 

nil.  ” 

Grade 

111.  < 

.Doubtful) , 

2, 

Grade 

IV.  ( 

[Unsatisfactory) • 

nil. 

Total. 

15* Samples 

These  results  are  quite  satisfactory,  "but 
once  again  the  number  of  samples  taken  was  insuff- 
icient, The  standard  laid  down  throughout  the 
area  generally  for  sampling  is  as  follows i- 

Retailerss  One  sample  per  month  during  the 
Summer  Months, 

One  sample  per  2 months  during  the 
Winter  Months, 

Producers  % Two  samples  per  month  during 
Summer, 

One  sample  per  month  during 
Winter, 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  Ice-Cream 
Vendors  in  the  Districts- 

Producer-Wholesalers,  Nil, 

Producer-retailers,  Nil, 

Retailers,  7. 

7 premises  are  registered  under  Section  14 
of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act  193® ? for  the  sale, 
or  storage  of  Ice-Cream,  No  Ice-Cream  is 
manufactured  within  the  Urban  Area, 

Regular  samples  were  taken  throughout  the 
year,  and  in  general  the  results  were  satisfactory. 
Most  of  the  dealers  maintain  a high  standard  of 
cleanliness.  There  remains  a little  to  be  done, 
however,  in  one  or  two  of  the  above  shops,  I 
refer  particularly  to  one  of  the  above  shops  in 
which  the  ventilation  and  the  drainage  facilities 
are  inadequate  and  to  a second  shop  in  which  rather 
crowded  conditions  and  poor  ventilation  exists. 

It  is  proposed  to  attempt  to  remedy  these  condit- 
ions during  the  coming  year. 

Registered  Premises. 


Sale  of  Ice-Cream,  ~[ 0 

Slaughterhouses 
(not  in  use),  2. 

Manufacture  and  sale 
of  Sausages,  3. 

Sale  of  Potted,  Pressed, 
Pickled  or  Preserved  Pood,  1, 

Knacker’s  Yards.  nil. 


13, 

30  inspections  of  Registered  Premises  were 
carried  out  during  the  year.  Premises  registered 
tor  the  sale  of  Ice-Cream,  usually  sell  pre- 
packed goods,  which  are  sold  in  the  wrappers 
or  tubs  in  which  delivered.  Premises  were  found 
to  be  in  very  good  condition  generally. 
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Samples  of  Ice-Cream  have  been  taken  during  the 
H year  with  good  results  on  the  whole*  When  the 

sewerage  connections  are  complete  to  all  premises 
in  the  town,  it  is  felt  that  Council  ought  to 
insist  upon  provisions  of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938  with  regard  to  the  provision  of  hot  water, 
towels,  soap,  personal  cleanliness  etc,  "being 
implemented*  Most  of  the  shops  are  already  very 
good  in  this  respect,  "but  in  a few,  the  above 
items  could  be  requested. 

Pood  Condemned* 

The  following  is  a summary  of  food  inspected 
and  found  unfit  for  human  consumption  during  the 
year : - 

Tinned  Meat*  10  Tins. 

Tinned  Milk,  23  " 

Tinned  Poods*  (Various).  73  M 

Packeted  Poods  (Various)*  19  Packets. 

Meat  Inspection. 

As  there  is  no  slaughterhouse  in  use  in 
the  District,  there  is  no  routine  inspection. 

Meat  as  sold  in  local  butchers  shops  has  been 
found  to  be  quite  wholesome.  The  meat  is  supplied 
in  good  condition  and  none  has  been  found  during 
the  year  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

Slaughter-Houses  and  Knackers1  Yards. 

Although  there  are  two  registered  slaughter- 
houses in  the  district  neither  of  them  is  in  use. 

There  are  no  Knackers’  Yards  in  the  District, 
Food  Premises  and  Food  Preparation. 

The  standard  of  hygiene  in  the  food  shops 
is  quite  good.  Many  proprietors  have,  without 
pressure  on  the  part  of  Council’s  Officers, 
installed  W.C.s  and  connected  to  the  sewerage 
system,  and  many  are  co-operative  generally  in 
ensuring  a good  standard  of  cleanliness  both 
personal  and  with  regard  to  the  shop  premises. 

Many  shops,  however,  require  better  facilities 
for  washing  of  hands  after  using  the  W.C.s  and  also 
most  of  the  shops  suffer  from  inadequate  or  un- 
satisfactory storage  facilities  and  at  peak 
periods  such  as  Christmas  time  etc.  , conditions 
in  these  storage  rooms  are  definitely  unsatisfactory. 
This  trouble  is  not  peculiar  to  Neyland,  but  is 
part  of  a similar  shortage  throughout  the 
Country.  A close  watch  is  being  kept  on  the 
position,  however,  and  although  every  sympathy 
is  given  to  the  shopkeeper  who  cannot  however 
willing,  find  more  room  to  store  his  food,  in 
cases  of  severe  contravention  of  the  Pood  and 
Drugs  Act,  action  will  have  to  be  taken. 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  4 bakehouses  in  the  area.  None 
of  them  is  an  underground  bakehouse.  Each  of  them 
has  been  inspected  during  the  year,  and  conditions 
are  quite  satisfactory. 
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Cafes,  Hotels  and  Restaurants. 

There  is  one  small  cafe  in  the  district# 
Conditions  here  had  greatly  improved  last  year 
after  the  change  of  ownership  and  I am  happy  to 
report  that  the  improvement  continues.  This  cafe 
is  inspected  at  least  once  a month,  and  at  the  same 
time,  the  Ice-Cream  sold  there  is  sampled.  At 
all  times  conditions  have  "been  found  to  he  perfect- 
ly satisfactory  and  a vast  improvement  on  the 
previous  condition  of  the  premises.  All  samples 
have  also  heen  quite  satisfactory.  It  is  noted 
that  another  small  room  has  heen  added  to  the 
seating  area  with  consequent  improvement  in 
facilities. 

Food  Poisoning. 

Nil  to  report. 


HOUSING. 

Council’s  Housing  Programme  and  Estates. 

During  the  year  16  new  houses  were  com- 
pleted and  towards  the  end  of  the  year  a tender 
had  heen  accepted  for  another  contract  for  8 new 
houses.  The  16  new  houses  have  heen  a vast  im- 
provement on  the  previous  50  houses  and  it  is 
hoped  that  any  further  houses  will  measure  up 
to  this  standard.  It  is  thought,  however,  that 
Council  ought,  if  they  intend  building  more 
houses,  to  huild  a few  of  different  sizes.  All 
houses  huilt  to  date  and  including  the  projected 
8 houses  soon  to  he  huilt  are  of  the  3 hedroom 
type.  The  interests  of  economy  could  he  served 
and  smaller  families  re-housed,  if  a few  houses 
of  the  2 hedroom  or  even  maisonettes  and  flats  with 
1 hedroom  were  huilt.  There  are  some  housing 
applications  on  the  housing  list  from  elderly 
couples,  single  persons  living  alone  etc,  who 
will  never  he  re-houses  until  suitable  houses  are 
huilt  for  them.  I would  suggest  that,  if  at  any 
future  date  Council  consider  building  more  houses, 
consideration  he  given  to  the  need  of  the  smaller 
family  units. 

Houses  Controlled  by  Council. 


1951. 

1950 

Council  Houses. 

66. 

50. 

Temporary  Housing  Units. 

1. 

1. 

Requisitioned  Premises. 

1. 

1. 

In  course  of  construction. 

8. 

16, 

Rehousing  and  Overcrowding. 

1951. 

1950 

No  of  families  re-housed. 

19. 

6. 

No  of  families  on 

Housing  List. 

70. 

70. 

No  of  cases  of  over- 

cr owding. 

• 

o 

CM 

o 

o 

At  the  end  of  1951»  a total  of  71 
had  heen  re-housed  by  Council. 


families 


Inspection,  Repair,  Demolitions  etc. 

Total  number  of  Inspections  under  the 
Housing  Act,  1936,  - 50, 

A start  has  been  made  during  the  year  with 
individual  unfit  houses  under  Section  11  of  the 
Housing  Act  1936,  In  a few  cases.  Council  decided 
that  Time  and  Place  Notices  be  served  but  as  this 
occurred  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  the  results 
of  the  meetings  are  not  yet  known.  Some  parts  of 
the  district  warrant  action  under  Section  11  of  the 
Housing  Act  as  individual  unfit  houses,  and  it 
is  thought  that  in  the  worst  cases  a Clearance 
Area  might  be  more  appropriate.  However,  any  such 
action  has  to  be  considered  in  conjunction  with 
the  housing  position,  as  it  would  fall  upon  Council 
to  re-house  the  families  concerned.  Many  applic- 
ations for  Improvement  Grants  are  in  hand  and 
several  have  already  been  granted  by  Council, 

Picton  Fields  Estate  No,1, 

The  50  houses  on  this  estate  have  suffered 
somewhat,  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  from  damp- 
ness, There  are  a variety  of  small  defects  and 
unfinished  works  on  this  estate  but  the  major 
defects  can  be  reduced  to  broken  floors  and  leak- 
ing windows.  It  has  been  impossible  to  have  much 
done  to  remedy  these  defects  during  the  year  but 
it  is  hoped  that  final  settlement  of  the  account 
will  not  be  long  delayed  and  that  remedial  meas- 
ures will  be  commenced  as  soon  as  possible  after- 
wards, 

Picton  Fields  Estate  No,2, 

The  16  houses  on  this  estate,  built  and 
occupied  during  the  year,  are  in  good  condition 
and  perfectly  satisfactory, 

Picton  Fields  Estate  No, 3, 

A tender  has  been  accepted  towards  the  end 
of  the  year  for  the  construction  of  8 houses 
comprising  this  estate.  It  is  hoped  that  work 
will  commence  in  early  March, 

Future  Development. 

It  is  noted  that  the  field  south  of  Harbour 
Close  is  to  be  purchased  by  Council  with  a view  to 
further  house  building. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS, 

The  following  is  the  number  of  Factories 
in  the  District,  sub-divied  into  powered  or  non- 
power eds  - 

Powered,  10, 

Non-Powered,  U, 

Iko 

Each  of  these  received  one  inspection 
during  the  year. 
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GENERAL  HYGIENE  AND  SANITATION. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

The  twice-weekly  collection  of  household 
refuse  and  nightsoil  hy  low-loading  refuse  lorry 
continues.  Council  has  decided  to  continue  this 
"bi-weekly  collection  until  such  time  as  the 
connections  to  the  sewer  are  complete.  It  may 
then  be  possible  to  operate  a weekly  collection. 

All  refuse  is  carted  to  Council’s  tip,  in 
which  a system  of  uncontrolled  tipping  is  in  use. 
The  tipping  ground,  being  a very  steep  incline 
into  a small  valley,  is  totally  unsuitable  for 
controlled  tipping.  Extensive  treatments  during 
the  early  part  of  the  year  resulted  in  a very 
great  diminution  in  the  rat  population.  Tipping 
on  the  forward  face  of  the  tip  has  now  ceased  as 
the  refuse  has  now  reached  British  Railways 
property.  There  is,  however,  room  at  the  sides 
for  a great  amount  of  refuse  yet.  The  tip,  with 
the  approach  lane  to  it,  has  been  a source  of  much 
trouble  with  the  Council’s  lorry.  The  surface 
of  the  lane  is  in  a very  poor  condition  and  there 
are  frequent  delays  due  to  the  Council’s  lorry 
becoming  stuck  in  the  many  ruts  and  holes.  A 
certain  amount  of  work  is  due  to  be  done  to  the 
lane  in  the  ensuing  year.  (N.B.  This  work  is  at 
present  in  progress).  It  would  be  as  well  to 
consider  the  remaining  life  of  the  tip  when 
assessing  how  much  work  to  do,  however.  It  may 
well  be  that  the  tip  hasn’t  a sufficiently  long 
period  of  usefulness  left  to  justify  very  extens- 
ive works. 

Sewage  Disposal. 

The  District  is  served  by  a Major  Drainage 

Scheme, 

The  second  scheme  for  privy  conversion, 
covering  the  Central  Area  was  commenced  during  the 
year  and  tenders  were  considered  for  the  third 
and  last  scheme  which  is  to  embrace  the  remainder 
of  the  town.  It  is  thought  that  by  early  in  1953 
all  connections  will  be  completed.  The  sewerage 
system  will  soon  need  overhaul  and  maintenance  and 
a start  is  planned  for  early  in  1952  to  commence 
inspecting,  cleaning  and  greasing  manholes  etc. 

Public  Conveniences. 

The  Council  is  investigating  the  possibility 
of  providing  Public  Conveniences  for  both  men  and 
women.  Proposals  before  Council  include  the  erect- 
ion of  an  entirely  new  convenience  at  the  bottom 
of  the  town  and  also  the  conversion  of  the  shelter 
in  High  Street.  The  existing  convenience  contin- 
ues to  be  ill-used  and  it  is  noted  that  the 
lighting  system  was  forcibly  torn  out  during  the 
year  by  persons  unknown.  Vandalism  of  this  kind 
is  hardly  ca.lculated  to  encourage  Council  in  their 
new  proposals. 

General  Nuisances. 


Apart  from  action  for  housing  repairs  under 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  and  under  the  Housing 
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jrLct,  1936,  there  hc.s  "been  little  trouble  with 
9 general  nuisances,.  The  main  source  of  nuisance 

has  been  from  unauthorised  dumping  of  rubbish 
in  various  parts  of  the  town.  This  often  takes 
the  form  of  builders  rubbish,  and  it  would  appear 
to  be  dumped  often  at  night.  This  trouble  has 
not  been  very  extensive  however  and  is  gradually 
diminishing  in  extent.  A certain  amount  of  smell 
has  been  received  from  the  sewage  sludge  beds 
but  during  the  year  this  did  not  reach  serious 
proportions.  It  is  expected  that  this  smell 
nuisance  from  the  sludge  beds  will,  if  anything, 
increase  in  severity  during  the  coming  year  until 
such  a time  as  the  whole  town  is  connected  and 
using  the  works.  The  sedimentation  tanks  were 
designed  to  take  the  sewage  of  the  whole  town, 
and  as  only  a small  part  of  the  town  is  at  present 
using  them,  the  sewage  is  being  retained  a long 
time  - with  the  result  that  the  sewage  is  T septic’ 
before  the  tanks  are  full  and  consequently  the 
sludge  is  septic  and  gives  rise  to  unpleasant 
smelf  when  exposed  on  the  beds.  This  smell  is 
expected  to  diminish  greatly  when  the  works  are 
in  full  operation  although  a certain  amount  of 
smell  can  always  be  expected  on  a hot  day  when 
sludge  is  laid  out  to  drain  on  an  open  bed.  It 
is  noted  that  the  rate  of  drainage  of  the  sludge 
is  not  very  good,  although  if  there  is  any  conn- 
ection between  this  and  the  sinking  of  the  beds 
is  not  known.  I would  suggest  that  one  bed  be 
stripped  down  and  relaid  with  fresh  material  to 
see  if  the  drainage  improves. 

Storage  space  for  bed  material,  gravel  etc, 
is  badly  needed,  and  it  is  hoped  that  after  the 
proposed  works  of  stabilisation  at  the  sludge 
drying  beds,  it  will  be  found  possible  to  prepare 
a small  storage  space. 

The  chief  nuisances  dealt  with  were  as 
follows  1- 

10  Informal  Notices  have  been  served  and 
6 Statutory  Notices.  It  is  anticipated  that  in 
the  new  year  action  may  have  to  be  taken  in  respect 
of  some  of  these. 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation. 

During  the  year  6 premises  have  been  dis- 
infected. 

Rodent  Control. 

Two  large  poisoning  treatments  to  eliminate 
rats  on  Council’s  tip  have  been  carried  out  during 
the  year.  Further  treatments,  apart  from  dwelling 
houses  and  business  premises,  have  been  done  to 
hedges  leading  from  the  tip  to  the  town.  Sarly 
in  1932  another  large  scale  treatment  of  the  tip 
is  planned.  It  is  thought  that  the  result  will 
be  complete  diminution  of  the  rodent  population 
of  the  Town.  Treatments  will  be  continued  as 
required. 

All  infestation  work  is  carried  out  by 
one  part-time  operative.  Inspection  and  surveys 
are  done  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  There  is 
a reservoir  infestation  of  Council’s  tip  by  brown 
rats.  This  has  been  greatly  reduced  during  the 


268 


year  "by  a large  scale  treatment  carried  out  by 
the  part-time  operative  with  unskilled  assistance. 
There  have  been  few  treatments  of  business  premises, 
and  surveys  have  revealed  that  the  town,  as  a 
whole,  is  remarkably  free  from  rodent  inf  ; station. 
This  may  in  part  be  due  to  the  fact  that  until 
recently  there  has  been  no  sewerage  system.  Watch 
is  being  kept  on  sewer  manholes,  and  it  is  proposed, 
in  the  spring  of  1953  to  carry  out  the  first 
general  testing  of  the  sewers.  It  is  noted  with 
relief  that  the  benching  in  sewer  manholes  is 
suitable  for  bait  traps  etc. 

Street  Cleansing,. 

This  is  carried  out  by  the  same  operative 
as  deals  with  rodent  infestation.  The  present 
service  is  that  each  street  is  swept  twice  weekly, 
and  the  route  is  so  arranged  that  the  streets  are 
swept  after  each  scavenging  collection.  There 
are  occasionally  complaints,  as  it  is  found,  that 
some  townspeople  have  a habit  of  not  waiting  for 
the  scavenging  lorry  and  emptying  their  nightsoil 
into  the  gutter  at  evening  or  very  early  morning. 
This  is  a most  pernicious  habit,  apart  from  the 
great  danger  to  health  involved,  and  is  most 
difficult  to  stop.  The  offenders  in  all  cases 
use  the  utmost  stealth  and  it  is  most  rare  to 
catch  any  trace  of  any  culprit.  One  wonders  why 
the  present  scavenging  service  is  not  suf'ficeint 
for  these  people.  Deposits  have  even  been  found 
in  areas  which  are  completely  sewered  and  in  these 
cases  one  is  completely  unable  to  understand  the 
mentality  of  those  who  will  not  use  the  sewer 
provided  at  some  expense  for  their  convenience, 
but  still  prefer  to  deposit  their  nightsoil  in  the 
gutter  to  the  detriment  of  the  public.  County 
Roads  are  also  swept,  and  arrangements  are  in  use 
for  extra  cleansing  of  the  main  roads  at  week- 
ends, etc. 


